I am greatly saddened to learning of the passing of Professor Ohnishi, who has left us far too early. The news is unthinkable, and in my heart I cannot fathom that he is gone. I humbly pray that his soul may rest in peace.
My fellowship with Professor Ohnishi grew while we worked together for the Japanese Radiation Research Society (JRRS) in 2005, the Asian Congress of Radiation Research (ACRR) in 2005, and the International Congress of Radiation Research (ICRR) in 2015. Professor Ohnishi was a good friend and a respected mentor who taught me a lot and gave me much-needed guidance. I was touched by the magnetism and invigorating energy of his personality. He was a strategic planner and a visionary whose inspiring ideas have brightened my spirit countless times.
Any joint work with Professor Ohnishi always started with a sudden phone call. I got one of these phone calls back in 2005, when he asked me to hold the 48th Annual Meeting of the JRRS (which he was chairing) in Hiroshima. Then he asked me to hold and chair the 1st Asian Congress of Radiation Research at the same time. At first I politely refused both, because I could not imagine how I could hold two simultaneous conferences, including an international one-my experience with organizing and chairing academic meetings was rather limited at that time. Instead, I asked my colleagues at the Radiation Effects Research Foundation to take up the offer. Nobody stepped forward. Finally, encouraged by Professor Ohnishi's earnest persuasion, I decided to rise to the challenge and hold the two conferences in Hiroshima.
Professor Ohnishi provided me with a lot of advice, starting with the fundraising and continuing throughout the preparation process. Thanks to his unwavering support, the two conferences were successful. The 1st Asian Congress of Radiation Research was attended by 110 researchers from 11 countries. It was a memorable event, because during this congress we held the inaugural meeting of the Asian Association of Radiation Research (AARR). I vividly recall the press conference that we held, with Professor Ohnishi as the founding chairman, and representatives of various Asian countries as members of the Executive Board.
Professor Ohnishi's support did not end with the conferences in Hiroshima. During the time I served as chairman of the JRRS, I could always count on his helpful comments and suggestions. His dedication to radiation research in Japan was evident in many ways. The 6th International Congress of Radiation Research (ICRR) had been held in Tokyo in 1979, and Professor Ohnishi had always wanted to return the ICRR to Japan. As chairman of the Japanese Association for Radiation Research (JARR) his enthusiasm to do so was stronger than ever, and we sought to host it in Hiroshima in 2011. The two of us flew to Denver, USA, to attend the ICRR as member of the board of directors, and Professor Ohnishi energetically spoke with board members from all over the world, trying to win support for Japan as host of ICRR2011. We lost the bid to Warsaw, the birthplace of Dr Marie Curie, on account of it being the centennial of her Nobel Prize award in Chemistry for the discovery of Radium and Polonium. Although no doubt disappointed himself, Professor Ohnishi offered me kind words of comfort as we shared our thoughts on the way back home. It was a moment when I truly felt his kind-hearted personality. And there is a sequel to this story. The Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant accident occurred in 2011. Had Japan been selected as the host of ICRR2011, we could not have hoped for high international attendance. And I would have been fully occupied in coping with the accident and probably given up on holding the ICRR. It is an example of a blessing in disguise. Later on, Professor Ohnishi and I would occasionally recall our time in Denver. I will miss sharing my memories with him.
Professor Ohnishi was not one to give up. He persevered with his goal. Finally, in 2015 he succeeded in welcoming the 15th ICRR to Kyoto, under President Hiraoka of Kyoto University. I had the honor to serve as secretary general of ICRR2015, and I can attest that we owe a big part of the success of the congress to Professor Ohnishi's professional and personal qualities.
And so it went. I would receive these sudden phone calls, and I was always eager to hear his latest idea, to catch his enthusiasm. The last sudden phone call from him came on 27 May 2017. I was shocked when he told me that his cancer was now in an advanced stage. He talked steadily, but he was not the Professor Ohnishi that I knew, with his exciting stories. I felt the seriousness and loneliness in his words. When I visited him at the hospital, his mind was as sharp as ever, but his physical strength was leaving him hastily. We talked with nostalgia about the ACRR conference in Hiroshima, our defeat at Denver, and the culmination of ICRR2015. Finally, I expressed my deep appreciation to him. When he replied, 'Thank you', we both had to fight back tears.
Professor Ohnishi was a person who valued his friends, his mentors and his disciples. He was keen to nurture the younger generation at the JRRS, working diligently to promote the careers of young talented scientists, and he endorsed them at the International Association of Radiation Research. Much grief has been felt at his passing, and many have expressed their appreciation for him.
Professor Ohnishi, I would like to say 'Thank you' for the time we spent together. Please, do not worry about anything any more. Rest in peace, my friend.
